
Town of Stafford 

Flagpole Committee 

July 13, 2022 

Veterans' Conference Room 

Members Present: 

Absent: 

Meeting Agenda 

Richard Hartenstein, Jr. Chairman 

Nancy Ravetto, Secretary 

Robert Titus 

John Barry 

John Whetton 

Christopher Paradiso 

Amy Hartenstein 

1. Cal! to order and establish a quorum 

2. Approve minutes from June 8, 2022 

3. Update on replacing fallen flagpole 

4. Discussion on funds in the account 

5. Public Comment 
6. Adjournment 
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Rick Hartenstein called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., establishing a quorum with Richard Hartenstein, Chair; 

Nancy Ravetto, John Whetton, John Barry, Robert Titus, Christopher Paradiso. 

2. Approve minutes from June 8, 2022. 
John Barry made a motion to approve the June 8, 2022, meeting minutes as written, Bob Titus seconded, all 

were in favor. Motion carried. 

3. Update on replacing fallen flagpole. 
Rick Hartenstein reported that, at this time, the DOT does not have a definite date to work on preparing the 

base for the flagpole, they estimate that work may begin in the spring. He also reported that DOT stated that 

the contractor will be responsible for the conduit, rebar, and concrete. 
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Update on replacing fallen flagpole, continued. 

Bob Titus recommended that the cement be applied two and a half feet up from the base of the flagpole to 

protect from erosion due to salt from plowing in the winter. Discussion regarding if the depth of the base will be 

8 feet. Rick Hartenstein stated he will review the manufacturer's specs as to what the depth of the base should 

be. It was noted that the light presently on the roof of the Town Hall will need to be replaced with a brighter 

LED light with a photo eye that will go on at dusk and off at daylight. The wiring is adequate, and the Town's 

electrician will install the new light. John Whetton discussed the need to have a heavy duty, weather resistant 

American flag that should last approximately five years. The same would apply for the POW flag that will fly 

below the American flag. He stated that the pole should have an internal halyard to raise and lower the flags. 

4. Discussion on funds in the account. 
As of July 13, 2022, the account total is $10,612. Donations from the table at Summerfest totaled $100 and 
another anonymous donor of $100, the remainder were donations from Stafford businesses and donors from 
the public. The members noted that the immediate goal is to raise a total of $13,000. Rick Hartenstein stated 
that the Town Ordinance regarding the flagpole fund states that any money will remain in the fund for the 
perpetual care of the flagpole to include replacing worn flags and equipment. 

Bob Titus stated that he will have a table for donations at the Wall of Honor Car Show on August 27th
, more 

importantly to have the community aware of the work being done to replace the flagpole. Also, John Whetton 
will have a table at Farm Day on September 11th, Chris Paradiso will pay the fee for our spot at Farm Day. To 
continue community awareness, Amy Hartenstein will work on a Facebook post and John Whetton will post a 
statement regarding the replacement of the flagpole on the Town's Newsletter. 

The committee has promulgated a Letter of Recognition noting our gratitude for their generous contribution, 
Nancy Ravetto will send out the letters as she receives the donor's information. Bob Titus submitted a payment 
of $23.39 he purchased for specialty paper for these letters. 

Bob Titus asked if the donors who contributed a large amount should receive an individual plaque for their 
generosity and to have their names put on a plague to be hung at the Town Hall. In order to decide either one 
plaque or both, the members asked that Bob Titus get a quote from the Trophy Shop in Vernon for individual 
plagues and a larger wall plaque that would allow additional names as donors or businesses contribute. Rick 
Hartenstein stated that this item will be on the agenda for our next meeting. 

5. Public Comment. 
There were no public comments. 

6. Adjournment. 
Prior to adjournment, the committee stated their next meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 14, 2022, 
at 7 p.m., at the Town Hall, Veteran's Room. John Barry made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Bob Titus. All 
were in favor. Motion carried. The July 13, 2022, meeting of the Flagpole Committee was adjourned at 7:35 
p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~ .. J/ti«-h/ fo.A~-
Nancy RaveJo, Recording Secretary 
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